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REPORT. 


The  Committee  of  the  Mission  to  the  Coloured  Population  in  Canada  trust 
that  the  details  which  they  are  able  to  give  in  the  following  Report  of  the 
work  of  that  Mission  during  another  year  will  assure  its  friends  that  the 
labours  of  its  agents  are  being  zealously  prosecuted,  and  that  the  blessing  of 
God  rests  upon  them. 

The  account  given  in  the  Report  of  the  various  stations,  and  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  coloured  people,  will,  they  are  convinced,  show  that,  whatever 
changes  may  yet  be  in  store  for  them,  at  present  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  United  States  has  not  materially  affected  the  condition  or  diminished 
the  number  of  those  residing  on  British  soil,  for  whose  benefit  the  Mission 
was  originally  instituted.  < 

On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  need  of  such  a  special  organiza¬ 
tion  and  agency  for  carrying  on  the  ministration  of  religion  among  them  is 
felt  even  more  than  ever. 

The  Committee  would  earnestly  ask  their  friends  to  consider  on  this  point 
the  letters  of  their  old  and  tried  missionaries,  Rev.  J.  Hurst  and  Rev.  T. 
Hughes.  Their  long  experience  of  the  coloured  people  and  of  the  character 
of  Mission  work  among  them  makes  them  entitled  to  be  heard  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  with  all  attention. 

The  Mission  work  has,  as  in  the  last  year,  been  carried  on  also  in  London, 
C.W.,  in  Toronto  and  at  Barrie  ;  in  the  two  former  by  catechists,  and  in 
the  latter  by  Rev.  E.  Morgan.  For  an  account  of  the  special  work  in  each 
station  the  Committee  refer  their  friends  to  the  later  pages  of  the  Report. 

They  are  glad  to  report  an  extension  of  the  Mission  Agency  by  an  ar¬ 
rangement  at  present  of  a  somewhat  experimental  character,  but  which  they 
trust  may  be  continued  permanently. 

It  is  the  fruit  of  the  interest  excited  in  the  Mission  by  the  visit  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Hurst  to  this  country.  Mrs.  Brandreth,  at  whose  home  Mr.  Hurst 
had  an  opportunity  of  advocating  its  cause,  kindly  promised  to  guarantee 
for  one  year  the  amount  necessary  to  secure  half  the  time  of  a  layman  to 
work  under  Mr.  Hurst’s  direction  as  a  catechist  among  the  coloured  people 
in  Windsor  and  its  vicinity. 

Mr.  Hurst  was  unable,  as  he  had  expected,  to  secure  the  services  of  a 
catechist.  But  with  the  consent,  both  of  Mrs.  Brandreth  and  the  Committee, 
he  has  appointed  a  lady,  Miss  Williams,  to  assist  him  in  his  missionary 
labours,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that,  in  many  respects,  the  work  which  it  is  so 
important  should  be  carried  on  in  the  homes  of  these  poor  people,  will  be 
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and  never  have  I  been  more  deeply  impressed  with  my  want  of  real  zeal  for  the  cause  of, 
Christ,  and  the  many  human  infirmities  that  have  so  largely  entered  into  and  marred  all 
my  labours.  But,  notwithstanding,  God  has  honoured  his  own  Word,  and  condescended  J 
to  encourage  as  well  as  humble  his  servant.  Owing  to  the  very  wet  weather  that  has  bo 
long  prevailed,  the  roads  have  been  in  a  frightful  state.  This  has  interfered  with  the 
regular  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  who  live  in  the  country,  but  still 
the  attendance  at  the  Sunday  services,  though  not  quite  so  large  as  usual,  has  been  good 
On  Advent  Sunday  I  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper,  but  the  day  was  fiercely  inclement 
and  stormy,  which  prevented  several  of  our  usual  communicants  being  with  us,  and  two  or 
three  were  absent  from  sickness  ;  however,  seventeen  gathered  together  in  our  little  *  upper 
room  around  the  table  of  our  Lord  to  show  forth  his  death  till  He  come  again.’  I  have 
not  been  able  to  resume  my  Wednesday  evening  services  since  my  illness,  but  purpose 
doing  so  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  it.  You 
will  remember  that  I  reported  some  time  ago  the  closing  of  the  fortnightly  service  that  I 
used  to  hold  in  the  coloured  settlement  on  the  Eleventh  Concession,  township  of  Chatham, 
owing  to  the  people  allowing  the  miserable  log  building  in  which  it  was  held  to  go  to  com¬ 
plete  ruin.  I  am  making  another  effort  to  stir  them  up  to  provide  another  building,  or  to 
endeavour  to  patch  up  the  old  one.  Some  are  anxious,  and  willing  to  do  what  they  can, 
but  I  fear  their  petty  jealousies  will  prevent  united  action,  and  so  cause  the  effort  to  prove 
abortive.  Here,  on  this  and  the  neighbouring  concessions,  is  located  a  large  coloured 
population,  possessing  no  suitable  room  in  which  to  hold  a  religious  meeting,  and  their 
children  are  growing  up  almost  entirely  destitute  of  the  means  of  education.  The  conse¬ 
quence  is,  as  might  be  expected,  the  settlement  is  rather  retrograding  than  progressing. 
Here  and  there  a  little  life  and  energy  is  manifested  by  small  improvements  being  made  m 
farm-buildings,  but  the  state  of  the  settlement  as  a  whole  is  one  of  stagnation,  the  great 
majority  h^mg  content  to  live  on  in  their  old  tumble-down  log  shanties,  with  no  bams  for 
their  produce,  or  even  sufficient  shelter  for  their  cattle. 

raw  OOMEBS. 


April  8, 1867.— "  In  sending  a  Report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  this  Mission  for 
the  quarter  just  closed,  I  have  first  to  record  with  great  thankfulness  God’s  mercies  to 
myself.  My  health,  which  through  a  large  portion  of  last  year  was  very  indifferent,  has 
greatly  improved.  My  congregations  during  the  winter  have  been  unusually  good,  and, 
but  for  ottr  limited  and  comfortless  accommodation,  would,  X  feel  persuaded,  have  been 
much  better.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  there  has  scarcely  been  a  Sunday  without  a 
good  sprinkling  of  whites  being  present.  This  has  partly  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the 
Tillage  and  neighbourhood  have  recently  received  a  considerable  accession  to  its  white 
population,  and  a  few  of  these  fresh  comers  have  occasionally  dropped  in  at  our  services, 
more  probably  from  curiosity  than  anything  else,  for  only  one  or  two  have  attended  with 
any  degree  of  regularity.  Most  of  these  new  settlers  are  from  the  Bay  of  Qmnte  and  the 
country  around  Kingston.  They  consist  chiefly  of  families  who,  from  one  cause  or  another, 
have  found  it  necessary  to  leave  that  old  and  well-settled  section  of  the  province  and  seek  J 
for  themselves  a  home  in  this  less  advanced  district.  X  have  often  wished  that  a  few  re¬ 
spectable  old  country  families,  free  from  American  negrophobia,  would  find  their  way  to 
this  neighbourhood.  Such  an  accession  to  our  population  would  have  been  a  desideratum, 
but  nearly  all  these  are  born  Canadians,  and,  for  the  most  part,  very  poor ;  and,  what  is 
still  more  to  be  regretted,  have  brought  with  them  a  deeper  dislike  to  the  coloured  race— 
at  least  they  are  more  ostentatious  in  its  display  than  our  old  residents.  From  what  I  am 
able  to  gather,  this  stream  of  immigration  which  is  just  set  in  is  likely  to  continue,  an  , 
should  it  do  so,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  coloured  popula¬ 
tion.  I  shall  watch  the  movement  with  great  interest,  and  pray  that  it  may  be  overruled 
for  their  good,  but  am  apprehensive  of  quite  a  contrary  result. 
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is  GoS  wort  ’  c  ’  T  themselTCS  t0  the  to  wipe  off  this  debt.  Thus 
maW  wiv  in'  lv  P  if  m°re  ‘fn  °rdinary  difficulties>  hindrances,  and  delays,  slowly 
I  remain  ”  &c  SS-  AS™  asking  your  prayers  in  bebalf  of  myself  Id  wor{ 


DRESDEN  CHURCH.  - 

ma?°  in  tlie  letter  given  above  t0  tbe  of  the 

he  following  letter,  appealing  earnestly  for  more  help,  from  Mr  Hushes 
was  laid  before  them  by  the  Dean  of  Huron  b 

BulEo"  IT-'  “•*  ■'r“‘nrel  *°  *™>  of  ft*  opportunity  of  you,  I,,.,,  i„ 

r i;  f  t  f  f  TVT  COntributed  stm  falls  fihort  of  what  will  be  required  s  and  to 
JT  *“  fdd;ng  buf  “ed  witb  a  debt  would  be  to  incur  a  personal  responsibility  which 
I  do  not  hke  to  venture  upon,,  I  desire  to  place  before  you  the  exact  position  of  ur 
TU  haTO  ^  °PPortnnity  of  laying  the  information-  before 

the  Ladies  Committee  and  other  friends  of  this  Mission  in  England. 

r  The  lowest  estimate  for  which  our  church  can  be  completed,  so  as  to  be  fit  for  Divine 
service,  is  a  h  tie  over  1,900  dels.  Towards  this  I  have  received  from  home  1  022  29  doTs 
My  congregation  here  and  a  few  white  friends  have  subscribed  365  dels.,  and  in  addSn 

tocLfanthe'f  I  7  IT  a  rfderaWe  am0Unt  °f  laW’  and  bave  farther  engaged 
o  cart  all  the  bricks  and  other  building  materials.  The  Church  Society  of  the  Diocese  of 
Huron  has  promised  a  grant  of  100  dols.-a  large  sum,  as  you  are  well  aware  f“T 
its  very  frmited  means  and  the  urgent  and  pressing  demands  upon  it  from  all  parts  oftHs 

burnt,  and  shall  commence  building  operations  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  weeks  jTnd. 

*  The  commencement  of  the  building  has  been  since  deferred  to  the  spring.  ’ 
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I  should  greatly  like  the  work  to  go  on  to  completion.  The  sum  we  still  require  is  really 
very  small— only  about  801.  sterling— but  in  a  Mission  like  this  it  would  be  a  heavy  debt 
for  me  to  have  upon  my  hands.  My  poor  people  can  do  no  more.  Oh,  do,  then,  earnestly 
plead  with  our  friends  at  home  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  that  this  humble  house  of 
prayer,  which  has  been  so  long  needed,  and  which  is  so  imperatively  required  for  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  Lord’s  work  among  these  despised  people,  may  at  last  be  erected  and  finished 
without  the  incubus  of  debt.”^.  ' 

The  Committee  felt  that  they  could  not  better  further  the  objects  of  the 
Mission  than  by  cheering  Mr.  Hughes’  heart  and  strengthening  his  hands  by 
granting  his  request  as  far  as  possible.  Notwithstanding,  therefore,  the 
somewhat  discouraging  aspect  of  the  Mission  funds,  they  voted  an  additional 
grant  of  40?. — half  the  estimated  deficiency — in  the  hope  that  others  who 
have  already  taken  an  interest  in  Mr.  Hughes’  Mission  would  join  with 
them  and  make  up  the  amount  required.  J  — ^ 

This  hope  has  only  been  partially  realized,  but  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Hughes  will  show  what  an  encouragement  the  grant  has  been  to  him  : 
f  '  Jan.  7, 1867. — “  My  dear  Dean, — I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  White  a  very  welcome 
letter  informing  me  that  the  Ladies’  Committee  has  voted  the  sum  of  40Z.  towards  the 
Dresden  Church  Building  Lund.  As  my  application,  which  has  met  with  such  a  generous 
response,  was  made  through  you,  I  beg  also  to  he  permitted  through  you  to  express  my 
most  grateful  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  its  liberal  grant.  It  came  as  a 
most  welcome  and  cheering  new  year’s  gift,  and  has  removed  a  very  heavy  weight  from  my 
mind.  I  can  now,  through  the  blessing  of  God  and  the  Christian  benevolence  of  the 
friends  of  the  Mission  at  home,  see  my  way  clear  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  work,  for 
which  I  have  so  long  and  earnestly  laboured  and  prayed,  and  which  is  so  imperatively 
necessary  for  the  further  progress  of  the  Lord’s  work  here. 

The  Committee  are  ready  to  receive  special  contributions  to  this  work. 


DRESDEN  SCHOOL. 

Of  this,  such  an  important  feature  in  the  Dresden  Mission,  Mr.  Hughes 
writes  (Dec.  18,  1866)  : — 

«  Mr.  Highgate  continues  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  our  Mission  School,  which  still 
remains  the  only  one  open  to  coloured  children  in  this  district.  Some  four  years  ago  there 
were  in  the  back  settlements  three  or  four  separate  coloured  schools  carried  on  under  the 
Common  School  Act  of  the  province,  hut  they  have  all  been  closed  for  a  considerable  time. 
They  were,  it  is  true,  hut  poor  schools,  being  conducted  for  the  most  part  by  very  inefficient 
teachers,  and  only  kept  open  for  six  months  in  the  year,  but  still  some  little  good  was 
effected  by  them.  But  so  strongly  do  the  coloured  people  feel  on  the  question  of  separate 
schools  that  they  appear  to  he  resolved  to  have  none  whatever  rather  than  establish  them. 
The  fact,  however,  that  the  Society’s  school  is  the  only  steady  means  of  education  provided 
for  the  children  of  the  coloured  population  shows  its  necessity  and  importance..  It  has 
been  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  numbers,  and  its  usefulness  would  be  vastly  increased 
could  hut  parents  he  induced  to  make  a  little  sacrifice  in  order  to  enable  their  children  to 
attend  more  regularly.” 

The  letter  of  April  8,  1867,  which  follows,  is  specially  interesting,  as 
showing  that  the  coloured  people  acknowledge  and  are  grateful  for  the 
benefits  conferred  by  the  Mission 
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“  The  school,  as  you  will  perceive  from  Mr.  Highgate’s  Report,  is  at  present  quite  full— 
indeed,  the  room  is  at  times  rather  more  crowded  than  it  should  be  s  but  when  the  spring 
fairly  opens  and  seeding-time  commences  the  number  will  doubtless  be  considerably  re¬ 
duced.  On  Friday,  March  22,  we  had  a  public  examination,  which  passed  off  very  nicely. 
The  senior  classes  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably  in  most  of  the  subjects  of  exami¬ 
nation,  but  the  arithmetic  was  especially  praiseworthy.  This  is  a  subject  for  which  coloured 
children  show  a  peculiar  aptitude.  The  portions  of  Scripture  specially  prepared  for  the 
occasion  were  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  and  the  Book  of  Daniel.  These  periodical  exami¬ 
nations  stimulate  and  encourage  the  children,  and  also  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
speaking  a  few  plain  words  to  parents.  There  were  a  considerable  number  present,  and,  at 
the  close  of  the  exercises,  J.  H.  Hall,  a  very  respectable  coloured  man,  got  up,  and,  after 
expressing  his  personal  obligations  to  the  school,  which  afforded  him  the  means  of  getting 
his  own  children  educated,  unexpectedly  moved  a  Resolution,  which  was  seconded  by 
"*  Father  Henson,’  to  the  effect  ‘  that  I  be  requested  to  convey  to  their  friends  in  England 
the  grateful  thanks  of  the  coloured  people  in  this  section  for  their  Christian  kindness  and 
liberality  in  establishing  and  maintaining  a  school  amongst  them,  without  which  their 
children  would  be  growing  up  altogether  destitute  of  the  means  of  education.’  ” 


Mr.  Highgatc,  the  schoolmaster,  reports  as  follows  (Dec.  20,  1866)  : _ 

“  Through  the  providence  of  God,  we  have  arrived  at  the  close  of  another  year.  While 
there  has  not  been  so  great  progress  as  we  could  have  wished  ‘on  the  part  of  many  of  the 
pupils  during  the  time  we  have  been  teaching,  still  we  are  happy  to  say  that  considerable 
advancement  has  been  made  by  Borne.  One  boy  especially  has  passed  through  the  first 
and  second  books  of  arithmetic,  has  commenced  Euclid,  and  is  imH..  Tery  creditable 
progress  in  other  respects.  The  number  of  pupils  attending  school  this  term  is  not  quite 
so  large  as  that  of  the  preceding  one,  owing  to  the  roads  having  been  rendered  almost 
impassable  the  greater  part  of  the  quarter  by  the  very  frequent  rains  which  have  fallen,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  for  children  who  were  living  at  a  distance  from  the  village  to  attend 


And  again  (March  25,  1867) : — 


“  I  must  say  that  I  have  been  very  much  encouraged,  during  the  term  that  is  about  to 
close,  by  the  very  large  number  of  pupils  that  have  been  attending  school,  and  also  by  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  many  of  them  to  make  advancement  in  the  studies  which  they  have 
been  pursuing.  There  have  been  52  pupils  attending  school  'this  term,  21  girls  and  31 
boys.  All  of  this  number,  with  the  exception  of  3,  can  read,  a  large  proportion  of  them 
study  arithmetic,  and  as  many  write.  Some  of  them  are  advanced  in  the  second  book  of 
arithmetic,  quite  a  number  study  grammar  and  geography,  one  class  read  natural 
philosophy,  two  pupils  study  book-keeping,  and  one  has  made  some  progress  in  the  first 
book  of  Euclid.  I  do  hope,  in  the  providence  of  God,  that  the  number  of  pupils  will 
continue  to  be  good  during  the  summer,  and  that  those  who  now  appear  indifferent  about 
the  education  of  their  children  may  be  led  to  see-  the  great  importance  of  having  their 
children  prepared  for  usefulness  in  this  life,  and  be  taught  thoBe  truths  which,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  will  lead  them  to  tread  the  narrow  path  to  life  everlasting.” 


(2.)  WINDSOR 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  Hurst  since 
his  return  to  Canada  will  show  with  what  feeling  he  has  again  entered  on 
his  Mission  work.  With  his  work  among  the  white  population  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  this  Mission  are  not,  of  course,  immediately  connected,  but  they 


POPULATION  IN  CANADA. 


11 


are  sure  tliat  many  of  their  friends  who  met  with  him,  and  heard  his  state¬ 
ments  in  England,  will  fee  glad  to  hear  of  the  fresh  efforts  and  zeal  which 
his  return,  after  so  kind  a  reception  here,  has  kindled  among  his  people  : — 

June  20,  1866. — “  The  passage  was  very  pleasant  upon  the  whole,  and  the  military 
company  interesting.  I  read  and  prayed  with  the  men  sometimes  in  the  afternoon. 
In  the  everiing  we  had  another  reading  in  the  ladies’  cabin,  which  was  attended  by 
several  officers,  and  other  passengers.  On  Sundays  we  had  two  services.  The  last 
Sunday  morning  we  were  on  board  there  were  about  500  present  in  the  dining  saloon  for 
Divine  service. 

“  Canada  has  been  in  a  sad  state  of  excitement  through  the  Fenians.  Business  was 
scarcely  thought  of ;  but  you  will  have  heard  all  from  the  papers.  All  is  quiet  again  now, 
and  the  American  Government  seems  disposed  to  do  its  duty  in  putting  an  end  to 
Eenianism. 

“  My  congregation  has  been  a  little  scattered  during  this  winter,  but  they  have  given 
me  a  hearty  welcome,  and’,  last  Sunday  morning,  there  was  not  room  to  receive  the 
people.  All  will  soon  be  right ;  and,  as  soon  as  things  are  settled  down,  we  shall  begin 
to  build.  The  organ,  bell,  windows,  &c.,  have  arrived  safely,  and  I  am  looking  for  my 
other  luggage  every  day.  All  the  members  of  iny  family  are  well,  and  begin  to  look 
cheerful,  but  this  has  been  a  sad  winter  for  them. 

*  August  8, 1866. — “  I  can  scarcely  feel  it  possible  that  so  much  time  has  passed  since  I 
saw  you  as  between  two  and  three  months,  but  so  it  is.  I  often  think  of  my  'visit  to 
England— all  hurry  and  anxiety,  interspersed  with  no  Small  degree  of  pleasure,  and 
blessed  with  some  little  success. 

“  I  have  not  yet  engaged  a  catechist,  and  do  not  see  any  immediate  prospect  of  it.  Mr. 
M'Orae,  who  should  have  done  it,  being  pressed  for  means,  engaged  another  situation, 
and  he  is  lost  to  me  beyond  being  a  Sunday-school  teacher.  I  can  truly  say  with  Paul, 

‘  I  have  no  man  like-minded.’  What  shall  I  do  ? 

INCREASE  OV  NUMBERS. 

« The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  the  thermometer  running  up  as  high  as  100  in  the 
shade.  What  I  told  you  about  the  negroes  not  leaving  has  proved  true.  We  seem  to 
have  more  than  ever,  and  many  of  those  a  lower  class  than  I  have  ever  before  seen.  They 
are  lower  than  I  can  describe.  I  employed  two  to  come  in  a  morning  and  clean  lhy  horse, 
but  have  been  obliged  to  send  away  first  one  and  then  the  other  for  having  ‘sticky’ 
fingers.  However,  this  only  Bhows  the  need  for  evangelization.  The  negro,  left  to  him¬ 
self,  soon  degenerates,  and  becomes  of  little  real  use.  I  am  just  going  to  meet  the  Bishop, 
who  is  coming  to  Confirm. 

August  15,  1866.— “There  never  was  so  fine  an  opening  for  doing  something  for  the 
coloured  people — they  are  constantly  coming  from  the  South.  The  Southerners  are 
refusing  to  employ  them,  and,  rather  than  starve,  they  are  coming  north.  This  is  what 
I  have  foreseen  ;  and  for  some  time,  at  all  events,  we  shall  be  overrun  with  them.  I 
trust  it  will  please  God  to  open  our  way  for  their  evangelization. .  I  must  have  a  place  in 
which  they  can  be  assembled  for  Sunday-school  and  service,  and  which  could  also  be  used 
for  classes  generally.  I  find  it  will  cost  400/.  to  do  this,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
get  the  money  here. 

«  We  have  just  engaged  a  servant  girl,  who  has  lately  come  from  the  South,  a  very  nice, 
respectable  quadroon,  one  of  Mrs.  Stowe’s  Elizas,  and  the  difference  between  her  and 
the  Northern  negroes  is  really  striking  j  they  are  sp  rude,  and  she  so  gentle  and  attentive. 
Every  change  in  the  States  seems  to  go  against  the  negro,  and  I  fear  he  will,  like  the 
Indian,  be  driven  about  uninstructed  until  he  is  crushed.  May  the  Lord  prevent,  this  I 

“  Last  Sunday  we  had  confirmation,  and  the  best  we  have  seen  in  Windsor.  The 
church  was  crowded,  and  both  the  sermons  and,  address  to  the  candidates  very  impressive. 


MISSION  TO  THE  COEQURED 

1'wenty-eight  came  forward,  ten  of  whom  became  communicants  at  once.  The  church  is 
now  closed,  and  the  workmen  very  busy  with  the  enlargement. 

SEAEOH  FOE  A  CATECHIST. 

■August  21,  1866.-“  I  have  not  yet  written  to  Mrs.  Brandreth,  and  have  delayed  doing 
so,  hoping  to  find  the  right  man  for  the  work.  The  loss  of  Mr.  M'Crea  seems  great  to 
me;  but  the  Lord  knows  best  who  is  the  right  person,  and  in  due  time  will  provide  him. 
We  have  very  few  persons  here  at  all  fit  for  missionary  work.  It  requires  much  self-denial 
and  perseverance,  as  well  as  spirituality,  and  in  these  qualifications  the  Canadians  are 
deficient.  Days  of  missionary  work  are  by  no  means  past. 

"  There  never  was  a  better  opening  for  work  ;  the  ‘fields  are  white  already  to  harvest,’ 
and  few  to  labour  therein.  Since  my  return  the  coloured  people  are  more  and  more'willing 
to  come  and  hear  me.  On  Sunday  afternoon  there  must  have  been  near  200  at  service. 

After  my  sojourn  m  England,  and  faffing  into  English  habits,  I  found  it  very  hard 
work  to  settle  down  m  the  harness  to  Canadian  work,  but  now  all  begins  to  feel  quite 
natural  again  and  my  old  feelings  of  pleasure  mingle  with  the  work.  The  people  also 
are  trying  to  do  somethmg  toward  liquidating  their  debt,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  all  paid  off 
before  the  end  of  October.  What  a  glorious  day  it  will  be  to  see  the  church  consecrated! 

September  26,  1866.— ‘‘I  have  to-day  written  to  Mrs.  Brandreth  about  the  catechist  1 
have  not  been  able  to  employ  him,  or  find  another,  and  don’t  believe  there  is  a  suitable 
man  to  be  found  unless  a  whole  stipend  is  paid.  As  this  is  not  very  likely,  my  thoughts 
have  been  turned  to  the  employment  of  a  lady,  a  Miss  Williams,  a  truly  pious,  energetic 
woman,  who  has  been  known  to  us  several  years.  She  could  hold  Mothers’  Meetings, 
Sunday-school  (she  has  been  trained  as  a  teacher,  and  has  taught  the  parochial  school  for 
tne  Key.  H.  J.  Grassefc,  Toronto),  &c. 

“  The  coloured  people  are  now  very  open  to  efforts  for  their  welfare,  and  now  is  the 
time.  I  hope  I  may  look  upon  this  as  the  Lord’s  way  of  removing  my  difficulty. 

WINDSOR  CHURCH. 

October  10  1866.—“  The  church  enlargement  is  making  good  progress.  The  debt  is 
nearly  all  made  up-say,  within  30?,  which  we  hope  to  clear  off  this  month,  and  then 
the  church  will  be  re-opened  and  consecrated  on  November  1-All  Saints’  Church,  on  ■ 
All  Saints’  Daj.  4 

“It  will  be  no  harm  to  the  Society  to  mention  the  self-sustaining  efforts  of  the  congre- 
tion  ;  and  certainly  Windsor  will  always,  under  God,  owe  to  the  Colonial  and  Continental 
Church  Society  that  it  is  a  parish.  When  the  above-named  30Z.  are  made  up  more  than 
1,2002.  will  have  been  raised  for  payment  of  debt  alone  in  sin  years,  and  7002.  of  this  will 
have  been  collected  in  this  place.  Some  have  complained  of  our  perpetual  begging,  and 
again  and  again  said  they  would  give  no  more ;  but  now  the  church  is  drawing  to  a  com¬ 
pletion,  and  the  debt  is  evidently  within  their  reach,  they  give  again  with  more  than  their 
former  cheerfulness.” 

The  following  is  the  last  Keport  received  from  Miss  Williams,  the  lady 
referred  to  in  the  above  letters,  whose  services  as  his  fellow-labourer  among 
the  coloured  people  Mr.  Hurst  has  been  able  to  secure  through  the  liberality 
of  Mrs.  Brandreth  : — 

June  12, 1867.—“  Since  writing  to  you  I  have  continued  the  Mission  work  among  the 
coloured  women  of  this  town.  During  the  interval  I  have  visited  the  same  families  three 
times,  each  time  finding  others.  Within  six  weeks,  five  have  been  removed  by  death, 
viz,  the  one  mentioned  in  my  last  as  dying  of  consumption,  one  infant  a  few  months  old, 
two  young  men,  and  one  girl  sixteen  years  of  age.  One  of  the  women  spoken  of  previ-  - 
ously  has  been  restored  to  health,  and  able  to  return  to  work ;  the  other  only  partially, 
and  not  yet  able  to  gain  ber  or”' 
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« I  copy  a  few  notes  from  my  journal 

“  March  25.— Called  on  eleven  families,  among  them  Mrs.  G - ,  who  said  she  felt 

much  happier  since  my  last  visit,  as  the  words  then  addressed  to  her  cheered  and  en¬ 
couraged  her.  At  that  time  she  complained  of  her  lot,  saying  ‘  she  found  it  very  hard  to 
get  along  now,  and  knew  not  what  would  become  of  her  during  her  confinement.’ 

“  April  2. — Called  on  nine  families ;  read  to  four.  One  of  the  women  requested  me  to 
read  part  of  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Matthew. 

“  April  9. — Beoommeneed  the  district  to-day ;  read  to  five  families,  and  left  tracts  with 

seven  others. ,  On  entering  Mrs.  W - ’s,  found  her  engaged  with  a  couple  of  friends  ; 

one  just  arrived  from  the  States.  Not  wishing  to  interrupt  them,  I  handed  them  tracts, 
and  thought  of  deferring  the  reading  till  my  next  visit ;  but  Mrs.  W.  inquired,  ‘  Will  you 
not  read  to  us  now  ?  I  wish  to  hear  the  Scriptures  whenever  you  come.’ 

“  May  3. — Called  on  eight  families,  four  of  them  for  the  first  time  ;  read  the  Scriptures 
in  three  houses,  and  a  tract  entitled  ‘  Where  are  your  Sins  ?  ’  in  a  fourth.  On  approaching 
one  of  the  houses,  was  met  by  a  woman  at  the  gate.  Told  her  I  read  to  those  who  could 
not.  She  exclaimed,  ‘  That  is  me  !  ’  and  cordially  invited  me  into  the  house. 

"May  9. — Wended  my  steps  to  Niehol  Village;  read  to  nine  families,  and  left  tracts 
with  five  others.  They  all,  with  one  accord,  wished  me  to  come  again. 

“  May  13. — Visited  two  women  in  destitute  circumstances ;  one  has  six  children,  the 
other  seven;  cannot  send  them  to  school,  as  they  have  not  proper  clothing.  Bead  a 

portion  of  Scripture  to  them ;  also  to  Mrs.  H - ■,  who  is  ill.  Left  a  tract  with  one 

family,  and  five  at  the  doors  of  houseB  where  the  families  were  absent. 

“  June  4. — Visited  five  families ;  left  tracts  at  two  houses ;  to  one  read  part  of  St. 
Matthew,  to  another  a  tract  entitled  1  Speaking  to  God.’  In  the  fifth  house  there  were 
three  visitors,  with  whom  I  spent  some  time  conversing  upon  two  or  three  questions  they 
asked.  Mrs.  B- - promised  to  come  to  the  Bible-class  next  Sunday  morning. 

“  Mrs.  C - continues  trying  to  read,  whom  I  assist  by  giving  lessons  twice  a-week. 

“During  the  last  two  months  I  taught  a  class  in  Sunday-school,  consisting  of  girls 
varying  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  whom  another  lady  now  takes  charge,as  I 
desired  to  form  a  Bible-class  of  women,  which  I  commenced  last  Sunday  morning  with 
two,  hoping  that  others  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  come,  as  there  has  been  a  beginning 

“  Yesterday  I  commenced  a  sewing  class  for  girls,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  fifteen 
responded  to  my 'invitation  to  meet  me.  They  all  came  provided  with  materials  to  sew.” 

Past  success  has  made  Mr.  Hurst  only  the  more  anVious  for  the  fresh 
extension  of  his  work.  His  great  wish  now  is  to  raise  the  funds  for  a 
schoolroom  for  the  coloured  people,  to  be  used  also  as  a  place  of  worship. 
He  thus  writes  on  the  subject,  March  20,  1867  : — 

“  I  have  by  this  mail  written  to  Mrs.  Brandretli,  and  enclosed  a  short  Eeport  from 
Miss  Williams,  who  is  labouring  among  the  coloured  people.  She  does  her  work  very 
well,  and  very  devotedly.  Her  letter  will  be  found  interesting  and  suggestive.  It  is  true 
we  have  only  one  great  hindrance  in  our  way  of  doing  something  effectual  among  the 
negroes,  and  that  is  the  want  of  a  building  in  which  they  can  be  assembled.  My  church 
is  again  about  as  full  as  it  was  before,  and  there  is  even  a  pressure  to  get  sittings  among 
the  working  people,  some  coming  long  before  the  time  to  get  good  seats.  As  the  coloured 
people  are  all  of  that  class,  they  are  again  quite  shut  out ;  and,  even  if  we  had  room, 
they  are  shy  of  mixing,  and  prefer  being  taught  alone. 

“  I  see  not  at  present  how  this  difficulty  is  to  be  removed,  but  hope  the  Lord  will  show 
me  in  His  own  good  time. 

“  I  have  been  looking  out  the  ground  at  the  east  end  of  my  church,  and  find  that  a 
kind  of  school-chapel,  60  by  40  feet,  could-  be  erected  there,  and  so  arranged  as  to  he 
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heated  by  one  furnace,  turning  the  heat  either  way.  (Heating  is  an  important  matter 
here,  last  Saturday  and  Sunday  (March  17)  the  wind  blew  a  gale,  with  the  thermometer 
about  zero.)  A  plaoe  like  this  would  do  for  a  ooloured  Sunday-sohool  and  service,  white 
Sunday-school,  and  any  needful  lecture  and  week-evening  services  for  both. 

"Another  trouble  has  arisen  here.  The  nuns  have  built  a  large  nunnery,  and  are 
endeavouring  to  attract  the  Protestant  girls  there.  Many  have,  indeed,  gone,  and  more 
will  go.  Indeed,  there  is  no  other  place  where  respectable  girls  can  get  an  education  at 
all  select. 

“  I  long  to  be  the  originator  of  a  girls’  school  here,  and  a  building  of  the  kind  above 
named  would  be  wanted. 

“  y°u  will  think  I  am  dreaming,  but  I  have  before  dreamed  in  this  manner,  and  in  time 
found  the  Lord  opening  the  way  for  the  fulfilling  of  my  dreams.  I  dreamed  about 
removing  the  debt  on  my  church,  and  it  is  removed  5  and,  again,  about  enlargement,  and 
a  church  full  of  people,  and  these  also  are  realized. 

“Again,  night  and  day,  my  mind  will  work  upon  what  I  believe  are  necessary  things. 
May  the  way  be  opened  in  the  future  as  in  the  past !  and  you  will  say  Amen.  Times  are 
very  hard  here  just  now — very  little  to  do,  and  hardly  any  oash,” 


(3.)  LONDON,  CJ.W. 

Two  of  the  students  of  Huron  College  have  continued  regularly,  as  cate, 
chists,  to  visit  the  coloured  people  in  their  homes.  The  Dean  of  Huron 
gave  the  following  testimony  to  their  work  in  a  letter,  Jan.  9,  1867  : — 

“  The  two  students  employed  by  the  Society  here  are  labouring  most  faithfully,  and  are 
excellent  Christian  young  men,  seeking  to  win  souls  for  Christ.  I  trust  the  Lord  is  blessing 
the  Society  at  home  and  abroad ;  if  ever  an  'Evangelical  Society  had  a  claim  upon  God’s 
people  for  support,  it  has  at  this  critical  and  difficult  juncture  of  time,  when  Romanism, 
Ritualism,  and  Rationalism  are  fortifying  their  strongholds.  May  our  gopd  Lord  watch 
over  our  beloved  Church  of  England,  that  she  may  continue  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
pure  doctrines  of  our  martyred  Reformers.” 

The  following  extracts  from  the  full  Reports  of  the  students  will  show 
how  they  carry  on.  their  work  : — 

“  Visit  No.  9.  S -  (Roman  Catholic).  Wife  a  white  woman;  was  very  friendly; 

conversed  about  the  way  to  be  saved,  and  had  reading  and  prayer. 

“  11.  Mrs.  P - .  She  has  not  seen  her  husband  during  the  past  twelve  years ;  part  of 

that  time  he  was  a  slave  in  the  United  States' ;  she  manifested  considerable  sorrow  about 
her  son,  who  has  lately  been  sent  to  the  Reformatory  Prison ;  she  appears  to  enjoy  true 
religion ;  had  reading  and  prayer. 

“  17.  W - .  Had  reading  and  prayer  with  a  young  girl  from  the  West  Indies,  con¬ 

fined  to  her  bed  through  sickness  here,  and  conversed  with  her  also  about  the  great  lore 
of  Jesus  in  dying  for  poor  sinners ;  she  professes  to  love  the  Saviour. 

“  33.  Visited  the  G - family  (coloured).  Are  Christian  people,  and  seem  to  have  a 

firm  hope  in  Christ ;  had  reading  and  prayer. 

“  60.  Mrs.  M - (widow).  Sick,  and  not  expected  to  live  ;  she  appears  to  be  resigned 

to  the  will  of  God  ;  we  conversed  with  her  on  those  things  which  can  only  bring  comfort 
in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  had  reading  and  prayer  with  her  ;  she  was  most  thankful  for  the 

“65.  M - .  Husband  coloured,  wife  white;  in  poor  circumstances;  we  conversed 

on  the  way  to  be  saved,  and  read  the  Scriptures  and  prayed. 
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«  70,  G - (coloured).  Very  ill — will  hardly  recover — hut  has  apparently  a  well 

grounded  hope  in  Jesus ;  had  reading  and  prayer  with  him  and  family. 

“  82.  D - (coloured).  A  sensible  man  j  professes  to  be  converted ;  is  willing  to  con¬ 

verse  about  the  love  of  God  in  Christ ;  had  reading  and  prayer  with  him  and  his  wife,  a 
white  woman. 

“108.  M - (coloured).  In  very  comfortable  circumstances,  and  appears  to  take  an 

interest  in  religion  j  had  reading  and  prayer. 

“  110.  M - .  Wife  a  Romanist,  but  is  always  glad  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  read 

and  conversation  on  matters  of  religion ;  she  told  us  of  a  great  interest  she  took  in  a  tract 
entitled,  ‘  This  is  what  I  want,’  which  we  had  left  her  on  a  former  visit. 

“  111.  L - .  In  comfortable  circumstances  ;  wife  (white)  formerly  a  Romanist,  but 

she  has  learned  better  of  Jesus  j  had  reading  and  prayer. 

“145.  Mrs.  1/ - (coloured).  She  professes  to  have  known  the  Lord  for  about  sixty 

years  j  she  is  about  eighty  years  of  age ;  we  had  reading  and  prayer  with  h§r. 

“  151.  S - .  Wife  white,  and  a  Papist  j  and  there  happened  to  be  another  coloured 

man  there  and  his  wife,  who  is  also  white  and  a  Romanist.  We  read  the  Scriptures  to 
them  all,  and  declared  to  them  the  only  way  to  escape  the  condemnation  of  the  ungodly 
and  be  saved,  and  engaged  in  prayer  with  them. 

“  Our  yisits  have  been  most  thankfully  received,  and  we  have  been  enabled,  through  the 
help  of  our  God,  to  read  God’s  Holy  Word  to  them  and  declare  to  them  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus,  and  engage  in  prayer  for  the  converting  and  sanctifying  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  with  them ;  and  we  would  also  say  that  the  people  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Mr.  Murphy  and  Mr.  Logan,  who  were  lately  employed  in  visiting  them. 

“  A  number  of  the  women  are  anxious  to  learn  to  read,  and  we  are  determined  to  establish 
an  evening  class  for  them  soon.” 

“Jan.— March,  1867.— Visit  No.  1.  C - (coloured).  Apparently  in  poor  circum¬ 

stances  ;  wife  white ;  they  attentively  listened  to  the  reading  of  God’s  Word  and  to  the 
remarks  made  on  it,  and  we  had  prayer  together. 

“  3.  Widow  D- - (white).  Poor  D - ■,  whom  we  mentioned  in  our  Report,  is  dead, 

and  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  relate  that  he  was  resigned  to  die,  and  professed  a  good 
hope  through  the  Redeemer ;  and,  trusting  in  the  finished  work  of  the  Saviour,  to  him 
death  had  no  terrors ;  had  reading  and  prayer  with  the  widow  and  family. 

“43.  L — —  (coloured),  whose  daughter  is  sick.  We  inquired  after  the  welfare  of  her 
soul  from  herself,  and  showed  the  only  way  to  be  saved,  when  we  found  that  she  knew 
little  about  the  matter,  and  had  reading  and  prayer  with  her  and  the  family  present. 

“49.  S — —  (coloured).  In  poor  circumstanoes,  and  S - himself  is  sick,  and  he  and 

his  wife  are  living  without  God  in  the  world ;  we  spoke  to  them  plainly  of  the  folly  of 
doing  so,  and  exhorted  them  to  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  read  the  Scriptures  and  prayed  with 
them. 

“78.  0 - (coloured).  In  poor  circumstances.  We  have  often  spoke  to  him.  about 

his  salvation,  and  read  the  Word  of  God  to  him  and  his  wife,  and  engaged  in  prayer  with 
them  j  he  now  professes  to  be  anxious  about  his  salvation,  and  says  that  our  endeavours 
have  been  blessed  to  his  soul,  and  he  appears  to  be  thankful. 

“79.  M - ’s,  where  some  coloured  women  metio  learn  to  read  ;  they  are  anxious  to 

be  able  to  read  the  Bible,  and  we  have  undertaken  to  teach  them.  We  pray  that  the 
blessing  of  God  may  attend  the  work. 

“  144.  Widow  H- - ’s  (coloured),  to  address  those  who  had  come  to  the  funeral  of  her 

child ;  spoke  to  them  of  the  consequences  of  sin,  and  of  the  blessedness  of  those  who  die 
in  the  Lord,  and  of  the  way  to  be  saved,  and  had  prayer  with  them. 

“  177.  L - (coloured).  Bis  daughter  died  since  our  last  visit ;  her  mother  said  she 

was  willing  to  die,  and  she  hopes  that  she  found  the  Saviour ;  had  reading  and  prayer 
with  the  family  . 


16 


MISSION  TO  THE  COLOURED 


“  We  may  now  say  that  we  have  been  enabled  in  almost  every  visit  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  their  souls,  and  to  bring  before  these  poor  people  the  great  truths  of  Christianity, 
the  fall  of  man,  God's  love  to  him  in  the  death  of  his  Son,  the  only  way  to  be  saved,  re¬ 
pentance,  saving  faith,  and  sanctification,  and  complete  redemption ;  and  our  visits,  with 
hardly  an  exception,  have  been  thankfully  and  gladly  received,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  our  labour  has  not  been  in  vain.  To  God  be  all  the  praise.  Dr.  Hellmuth,  Dean 
of  Huron,  and  Mrs.  Hellmuth  have  kindly  attended  to  any  case  of  want  or  distress  we 
brought  to  their  notice  from  time  to  time.” 

The  details  of  the  following  cases  are  given  at  greater  length  than  in  the 
above  Eeports  : — • 

ENCOUBAGEMEHTS. 

“  We  heard  of  the  sickness  of  1 - 's  daughter  from  a  friend  of  his  whom  we  were 

visiting.  We  went  immediately  to  see  her,  and  found  her  in  an  upper  room,  lying  on  a 
wretched  bed,  and  apparently  far  gone  in  decline.  We  inquired  into  the  state  of  her  soul. 
She  plainly  said  that  she  had  no  hope,  because  she  was  a  sinner  and  unforgiven.  We  ex¬ 
plained  to  her  the  plan  of  salvation  as  simply  as  we  could,  and  showed  her  how  Christ  was 
willing  to  save  her  if  she  truly  felt  her  need  of  Him.  Then  she  appeared  to  Bee  God’s 
method  of  saving  sinners  in  a  different  light  than  she  did  before.  We  read  a  suitable 
portion  of  Scripture,  and  offered  up  prayer  on  her  behalf.  From  this  time  we  went  to  Bee 
her  regularly  till  her  death,  and  she  gradually  began  to  see  God’s  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  she  sought  the  Lord  in  His  appointed  way  j  and  a  few  days  before  her  death  light 
broke  in  upon  her  mind,  and  she  professed  to  have  found  peace  through  the  Redeemer ; 
but  soon  doubts  arose  j  but  a  few  hours  before  her  death  her  doubts  were  removed,  and 
she  told  her  mother  that  she  was  going  to  heaven.  Her  mother  is  a  Christian  woman. 
She  was  most  thankful  for  our  visits  to  her  daughter. 

“  We  often  went  to  a  man’s  place  named  P - ,  but  the  wife  would  not  admit  us  into 

the  house  j  but,  however,  we  managed  to  speak  to  her  pointedly  about  her  salvation  as  she 
stood  in  the  door.  We  heard  from  the  neighbours  that  it  was  her  husband’s  doing,  to 
keep  us  from  visiting  his  place,  for  he  was  a  very  wicked  man,  and  we  went  often  before 
we  could  see  him.  At  last  we  did  find  him  at  home,  and,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  he 
invited  us  into  his  house,  and  we  were  enabled  to  inquire  particularly  into  the  state  of  his 
mind,  and  to  exhort  him  to  give  up  his  sinful  ways.  He  was  most  attentive,  and  we  read 
the  Scriptures  to  him  and  family,  and  had  prayer  with  them.  On  leaving  he  invited  us  to 
visit  him  often. 

“  Mrs.  M - (a  Romanist)  is  always  glad  to  have  our  visits,  and  we  have  often  told  her 

the  only  way  to  be  saved,  and  read  the  Word  of  God  to  her.  She  always  gladly  listens, 
and  reads  the  tracts  we  leave  her,  and  we  trust  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  will  bring  forth 
fruit  in  her  soul. 

“  H - ,  of  whose  death  we  mentioned  in  the  Report,  was  always  glad  to  see  us  come 

to  visit  him  j  he  had  for  many  years  served  the  Lord,  and  death  for  him  had  no  terrors ; 
and  when  asked  what  hopes  he  had  of  acceptance  with  God,  he  always  by  his  answers 
showed  his  hopes  were  well  grounded.  We  Baw  him  a  little  while  before  his  death,  and, 
when  we  asked  how  it  was  with  his  soul,  he  gave  us  to  understand,  by  the  motion  of  his 
hand  and  his  looks,  that  it  was  ‘  well  with  him,’  for  he  was  unable  to  speak  audibly. 

“  D - ’s  wife  professes  to  have  received  profit  from  our  instructions,  and  we  always 

speak  plainly  to  her,  for  she  will  bear  to  be  spoken  to  plainly,  and  we  do  hope  that  God  is 
leading  her  to  a  knowledge  of  Himself.  D -  himself  is,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  a  fol¬ 

lower  of  the  Lamb.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  visit  him  and  his  wife. 

ADULT  SCHOOL. 

“  The  school  which  we  have  established  to  give  instruction  to  the  women  in  reading  we 
have  no  doubt  will  be  of  use  to  them.  It  is  not  largely  attended  yet,  for  the  weather  has 
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been  unfavourable  for  those  who  live  at  a  distance,  on  account  of  the  length  of  the  winter  j 
but  those  who  have  attended  have  made  as  much  proficiency  as  could  be  reasonably  ex¬ 
pected,  and  as  they  are  anxious  to  learn,  and  as  the  winter  is  breaking  up,  we  hope  to  have 
a  good  attendance,  and,  through  the  help  of  God,  to  get  along  well;  and  in  our  school  we 
do  not  forget  to  bring  before  them  every  time  we  meet  what  concerns  them  most  of  all— 
the  great  salvation  for  them  in  Christ  Jesus. 

CONCLUSION. 

« -We  feel  we  need  much  the  prayers  of  God’s  people  in  our  work,  and  grace  from  the 
Lord  to  enable  us  to  do  our  work  as  in  His  sight,  and  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  to  accom¬ 
pany  our  labours,  for  without  these  our  labour  will  be  in  vain.  We  desire  to  return  our 
humble  thanks  to  God  for  His  mercy  vouchsafed  to  us  since  we  began  our  work,  for  we 
humbly  hope  He  has  blessed  our  feeble  efforts  to  set  Christ  before  the  poor  coloured  people 
as  their  all," 


II.  Diocese  of  Toronto. 

Mr.  Hosken  has  continued  to  labour  among  the  coloured  people  in  this 
city,  and  the  grant  to  Mr.  Morgan,  of  Barrie,  has  been  continued. 

From  letters,  however,  received  since  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  it 
seems  that  changes  are  likely  to  take  place.  Mr.  Hosken  is  probably  about 
to  remove  to  a  new  sphere  of  labour,  and  the  circumstances  of  Barrie  have 
so  changed  that  the  grant  to  Mr.  Morgan,  it  appears,  will  be  no  longer 
needed  ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  a  grant  of  small  amount  be  made  to  another 
clergyman  in  the  neighbourhood  who  has  many  opportunities  of  reaching 
the  coloured  people  of  the  district. 

The  matter  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

(1.)  TORONTO. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Mr.  Hosken’s  Reports.  His  work  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  midst  of  severe  family  trials,  and  at  times  of  bodily 
weakness,  and  he  has  occasionally  felt  much  discouraged.  Still,  it  will  be 
seen  that  his  tone  is  not  always  one  of  sadness  or  depression. 

Mr.  Hosken  gives  the  following  account  of  the  opening  of  a  place  of 
worship  for  the  coloured  people  : — 

“  June  24, 1866.— I  have  pleasure  in  recording  that  my  labours  to  the  coloured  popula¬ 
tion  of  this  city  have  been  continued  during  another  quarter.  Shortly  after  the  date  of 
my  last  Report,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Rev.  Mr.  Grasett)  submitted  a  question 
for  my  consideration— •  Has  not  the  period  for  providing  our  fugitives  with  regular  reli- 
gious  Lord’s-day  services  arrived  ?  ’  Remembering  that  large  numbers  of  non-professors 
were  Sabbath  desecrators,  some  of  whom  we  might,  by  God’s  blessing,  lead  to  Christ- 
that  some  professors  even  were  guilty  of  strange  inconsistency  in  not  attending  a  place  of 
worship,  under  the  plea,  ‘We  have  no  church  of  our  own  now  to  attend,’ to  whom  such  an 
arrangement  might  be  both  useful  and  acceptable  -a  canvass  was  commenced  to  ascertain 
what  portion  of  such  would  engage  to  attend  if  the  movement  were  set  on  foot.  The 
number  so  engaging  was  reported,  and  considered  sufficient  to  justify  immediate  action. 
Finding  that  the  former  place  of  worship,  nominally  theirs,  was  disengaged,  and  could  be 
procured  at  a  reasonable  rental,  the  Chairman  was  pleased  at  onee  to  lay  the  matte?  before 
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the  lord  Bishop  of  the  diocese.  His  Lordship,  notwithstanding  his  very  advanced  age, 
to  the  very  great  satisfaction  of  the  friends  of  the  movement,  entered  at  onee  very  heartily 
into  a  consideration  of  the  matter,  remarking  that  he  had  always  taken  an  interest  in  this 
people,  and  trusted  that  something  so  designed  for  their  religious  benefit  would  be  success¬ 
ful  before  his  death.  His  Lordship  also  walked  the  whole  distance  without  delay  to  the 
proposed  church  and  inspected  it.  He  was  pleased  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman  to 
license  the  writer  as  lay-reader,  to  commence  as  soon  as  convenient  the  proposed  services. 
The  premises  were  accordingly  leased  for  one  year  certain ;  conditionally  for  a  longer  period, 
if  required,  upon  the  Chairman’s  responsibility. 

COMMENCEMENT  OE  THE  8EEVICES. 

“  On  Sunday,  30th  April,  the  services  were  commenced.  I  am  happy  to  inform  the 
Society  that,  although  fearing  physical  insufficiency  at  the  outset,  I  have  been  enabled  to 
continue  them  thus  far  without  interruption,  in  addition  to  hospital  and  gaol  services  as 
formerly. 

“  The  Sabbath  offerings  will  be  supplemented  by  a  few  regular  subscriptions.  I  shall 
be  much  relieved  if  these  prove  sufficient,  but,  as  incidentals  were  numerous  at  the  outset, 
X  have  fears. 

“  A  few  families  seem  attached  to  our  worship,  and  cheer  my  mind  by  their  regular 
attendance  and  religious  demeanour.  I  have  been  informed  of  two  young  persons  who 
have  received  apparently  a  degree  of  serious  impressions,  and  a  few  families  attend  with 
encouraging  regularity,  who  prior  to  the  movement  spent  their  Sabbaths  at  home.  Much 
of  opposition  and  prejudice  confront  me. 

“I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  the  kindness  of  the  Church  Society.  They 
were  pleased  to  grant,  in  response  to  the  Chairman’s  appeal,  suitable  copies  of  both  the 
Sacred  Soriptures  and  Common  Prayer  for  use  at  the  desk.  This  generous  act  was  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledged  by  the  congregation. 

TASTOBAI,  WOBK. 

“  My  regular  and  proper  work  (visiting  from  house  to  house)  has  not  been  quite  neglected. 
I  have  paid  to  the  coloured  people,  195  visits ;  to  the  whites,  92 ;  visits  to  general  hospital, 
13  ;  to  gaol,  10 ;  to  house  of  industry,'  13  ;  lying-in  hospital,  9.  Cottage  meetings  among 
the  coloured  people  have  been  continued,  but,  as  the  season  of  the  year  has  been  less 
favourable,  for  general  attendance  they  have  been  small. 

“  I  am  often  cheered  with  indications  of  the  Divine  blessing  resting  upon  my  labours 
among  the  sick  and  dying!  Occasionally  fruit  is  thus  gathered  unto  eternal  life.  The 
instances  of  usefulness  among  the  coloured  people  during  the  quarter  are  only  cases  of 
sickness— every  death  has  been  out  of  the  white  class.  As  these  furnish  no  particularly 
striking  or  interesting  features,  I  forbear  to  record.” 

ANOTHEE  EEPOET. 

“  Sept.,  1866.— In  presenting  another  quarterly  report,  I  am  thankful  to  inform  the 
Society  that,  notwithstanding  the  past  quarter  has  been  one  of  domestic  affliction  and 
anxiety,  I  have  been  enabled  unremittingly  to  prosecute  the  work  assigned  to  me.  I  have 

paid  112  visits  to  coloured  families,  and  distributed  some  hundreds  of  tracts. 

*  0ur  religiouB  Sunday  services  are  still  in  existence,  and,  through  God’s  blessing,  have 
been  held  without  interruption  both  morning  and  evening.  I  regret  to  inform  the  Society 
that  the  attendance  of  the  coloured  population  during  the  quarter  has  not  been-so  general 
nor  so  constant  as  it  could  have  been  wished,  or  should  have  been ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can 
gather,  I  have  no  more  discouragements  under  this  head  than  the  agents  of  kindred  insti¬ 
tutions  generally  meet  with.  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that,  as  our  calmly  fervent  liturgical 
worship  supplies  nothing  to  feed  their  emotional  propensities,  and  only  the  usual  degree 
of  irregularity  has  manifested  itself,  this  indicates  an  appreciation  of  our  mode  of  wor- 
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ship,  and  supplies  some  reason  for  faith  and  hope  in  the  final  success  of  our  undertaking- 
It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  nature  of  the  employment  pursued  by  many  of  my 
care  partially  accounts  for  the  acknowledged  irregularity  of  attendance ;  many  are  hotel 
waiters,  ostlers,  cooks,  &e.,  and  are  required  to  attend  at  their  respective  stations  during 
portions  of  each  Sunday  (generally  the  hours  of  Divine  service),  or  are  only  relieved  from 
Sunday  labour  alternately ;  with  a  few,  moreover,  the  oft  urged  plea,  ‘  I  have  no  clothes  in 
which  to  appear  decently,’  I  am  persuaded  is  a  correct  one ;  but  with  others  there  is  cul¬ 
pable  negligence— I  fear  even  aversion.  Dor  the  attendance  of  a  few  who  are  extremely 
poor  during  the  ensuing  months  of  our  generally  dismal  and  severe  Canadian  winter,  I 
have  fears. 


SEIE-HEIiP. 

“  Their  contributions  I  must  refer  to.  The  least  amount  contributed  at  any  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  quarter  is  64.  cents ;  the  largest  ditto,  1  dol.  82  cents.  Total  amount  so 
raised  is  22  dols.  60  cents.  The  appeal  per  subscription  paper  yielded  15  dols.  5  cents. 

‘‘I  am  induced  to  hope  that  God  is  placing  the  seal  of  His  approval  upon  the  under¬ 
taking.  A  few  who  were  Sabbath  desecrators  are  now  regularly  in  their  places  at  church 
upon  God’s  most  holy  day ;  among  others  one  who  was  regularly  an  attendant  at  the 
Eoman  Catholic  Church.  Some  good  thing  at  least  is  found  in  them.  I  expect  yet  that 
visible  good  will  result  from  the  undertaking. 

cc  X  will  now  refer  to  two  interesting  cases  connected  with  my  house  visitation  :— 

«t  The  case  of  Mr.  T - .  His  residence  was  near  my  own.  I  often  passed  his  door 

when  attending  to  my  duties.  His  family  very  young,  but  numerous  ;  his  wife  a  very  ex¬ 
cellent,  industrious,  and  pious  woman.  Mr.  T - was  a  sailor,  but  was  without  the  fear 

of  God.  When  upon  the  watery  waste  he  was  arrested  by  the  harbinger  of  death,  was 
brought  in  time  to  the  port  of  this  place  dangerously  ill— brought  home  to  die.  I  was 
soon  informed  of  his  case,  and  lost  no  time  ere  visiting  him  commenced.  .  He  was  troubled 
with  an  almost  constant  hiccough,  milking  his  utterances  few,  and  in  plain  monosyllables. 
I  found  him  unprepared  to  die,  and  quite  aware  of  his  double  danger.  He  signified  it  was 
hard  to  die-hard  to  seek  God  when  in  such  distress  of  body  and  mind.  I  endeavoured 
to  place  before  him  as  his  only  hope  the  sinner’s  Friend.  With  warning,  entreaty,  encourage¬ 
ment,  I  followed  him  to  the  last,  and  pleaded  with  a  gracious  God  on  his  behalf.  I  was 
with  him  only  a  few  hours  before  he  died.  If  saved,  he  was  a  brand  plucked  from  the  fire. 
I  did  for  him  what  I  could. 

« I  will  again  refer  to  N - B - .  During  the  quarter  I  again  found  this  youngman. 

Having  changed  his  place  of  abode,  he  temporarily  passed  from  my  notice.  He  was  then 
confined  to  his  couch  through  indisposition  ;  had  been  obliged  to  discontinue  his  trade  as 
a  shoemaker,  and  seek  lighter  employment.  As  to  his  soul,  he  was  careless  and  indolent. 
His  father  is  a  man  of  advanced  years  ;  his  sister,  a  married  person,  resides  at  home  with 
■  her  young  family.  I  regret  to  record  this  entire  family,  so  far  as  I  know,  never  attend  a 
place  of  worship.  Eepeatedly  have  they  promised  to  attend  my  services  at  Terauley  ;  to  this 
date  every  promise  has  been  broken.  I  cannot  regard  it  as  my  fault  that  they  break  their 
engagements ;  but  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  pursue  them,  crying,  ‘  Come  to  Christ  for  life  and 
salvation.’  Yet  may  these  know  their  time  of  visitation.  _ 

“  Many  families  in  this  city  are  precisely  as  the  last  described  on  all  the  more  affecting 

P  «  At  different  places  during  the  quarter  I  have  held  eight  week-evening  services. 


imncawiB. 

■‘Dec.,  1866.— I  have  to  report  my  field  of  labour  proves  a  very  perplexing  and  dis- 
couraging  one.  In  endeavouring  to  continue  Sunday  services  I  have  been  variously  exer¬ 
cised  The  amount  raised  as  offerings  at  a  single  service  has  reached  in  one  or  two  instances 
the  respectable  sum  of  1  dol.  10  cents.  Bearing  in  mind  that  they  are  generally  poor  in- 
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dmduals  attending,  the  Society  will  see  the  numbers  in  attendance  have  been  encouraging 
In  other  instances  only  28  cents  have  been  contributed;  need  I  remark  the  attendance  I 
at  such  times  has  been  so  small  as  to  dishearten.  The  total  amount  so  raised  for  the  f 
quarter  is  14  dols.  31  cents,  excepting,  however,  one  entire  Lord’s-day,  and  one  Sabbath 
evening,  when  I  was  confined  to  my  dwelling  by  personal  and  domestic  affliction. 

“  During  the  quarter  the  churchwardens  and  friends  held  an  evening  festival,  in  order  to 
raise  funds  to  provide  for  winter  expenses,  so  far  as  possible.  Provisions  were  gratuitously 
furnished.  The  gratifying  amount  of  34  dols.  was  thus  procured,  which  enabled  us  to 
meet  the  balance  due  for  rent,  and  to  make  an  instalment  upon  a  pair  of  stoves  for  church  use. 

“I  gratefully  record  the  occasional  assistance  of  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Baker, 
Curates  of  the  Cathedral,  as  well  as  the  Eev.  E.  Harrison,  late  Curate  of  St.  George’s,  of 
this  city,  all  of  whom  with  their  valued  pulpit  ministrations  have  aided  the  movement,  and 
sympathized  with  your  agent  in  his  domestic  afflictions. 

“Iam  sorry  to  add  my  journal  has  been  kept  with  less  care  during  the  quarter  than 
formerly.  Bor  eight  weeks  it  has  been  my  painful  lot  to  be  exercised  through  the  painful  i 

and  wasting  illness  of  my  dear  wife,  confined  constantly  to  her  couch ;  recovery  is  by  all 
despaired  of.  According  to  my  accounts,  I  have  paid  147  visits  to  coloured  families. 
The  aforesaid  visits  and  Sunday  services  compose  my  labours  to  the  coloured  population  for 
the  quarter.  One  coloured  infant  was  reported  for  baptism. 

“  Since  my  last  a  Mrs-  W - .  aged  coloured  lady,  has  departed  this  life,  to  whom  I 

trust  my  visits  were  useful.  Her  illness  was  a  lingering  one,  her  Christian  graces  appeared 
well  matured,  her  end  was  triumphant.  She  was  a  member  of  another  Church,  but  always 
welcomed  and  desired  my  visits.  I  was  specially  invited  when  her  relapses  took  place. 

“  A  Mrs.  E - ,  a  young  woman  but  recently  married,  has  been  to  me  a  person  of  in¬ 

terest.  Terauley  was  her  place  of  worship  formerly ;  hence  she  was  one  of  the  many  made 
homeless  by  the  failure  of  the  organization  m  that  place.  Being  invited  by  me  to  attend  our 
services,  she  did  so  occasionally.  When  she  was  prostrated  by  disease  I  was  invited  to  visit  | 
her.  I  found  her  deeply  sensible  of  her  unfaithfulness  to  her  Saviour,  particularly  deploring 
that  her  example  had  lacked  those  elements  of  spirituality,  earnestness,  and  self-denial  cal-  I 
culated  to  impress  her  ungodly  junior  partner.  I  visited  her  until  her  sickness  was  removed 
I  trust  her  backslidings  were  healed.  I  urged  them  jointly  to  lead  a  praying,  pious  life— 
to  erect  a  family  altar  at  once.  After  much  serious  persuasion  this  was  promised.  I  trust 
the  yow  has  been  kept. 

FEITIT  seen-. 

“Mrs.  .T - .  This  poor  afflicted  woman,  with  her  excellent,  simple-minded,  pious 

husband,  I  have  pleasure  in  referring  to;  one  of  the  many  families  desiring  services  at 
Terauly,  and  of  the  few  faithful  families  constant  in  attendance  from  the  beginning  until 
now.  By  profession  Mrs.  J—  was  a  Baptist,  but  in  a  very  sadly  backsliding  condition, 
when  she  first  attended  our  services.  It  pleased  God  again  to  draw  her  to  Himself,  through 
a  diligent,  faithful  use  of  the  means  of  grace.  Her  mind  is  now  peaceful  and  resigned ; 
her  trust  in  Christ  simple,  hearty,  habitual.  In  this  instance,  as  others,  beyond  all  question 
the  Sunday  services  have  been  owned  of  God. 

“  April,  1867.  In  discharge  of  my  duty,  I  again  report  to  the  Society  in  England 
the  results  of  my  labours  for  another  quarter.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  cannot  report  that 
number  of  actual  conversions  so  very  desirable  to  the  Society,  to  its  generous  contributors, 
m  some  degree  to  myself.  This  I  deem  the  principal  object,  my  prime  business,  but  not 
my  sole  object.  To  spread  scriptural  knowledge  as  antecedent  to  this  ;  to  urge  such  as 
have  received  first  measures  of  Divine  grace  to  grow  therein,  and  in  knowledge,  lest  they 
end  in  the  flesh  ;  to  speak  words  of  cheer  to  those  whose  lot  may  be  that  of  sorrow  and 
discouragement,  although  Zion-bound  travellers. 

“  Thanks  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  one  or  two  instances  of  hopeful  conversion  have 
cheered  me  during  the  quarter. 
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CONVEBSION. 

“  Mrs.  W - .  This  woman  is  a  mother  of  a  young  and  increasing  family.  The 

happy  deaths  of  her  father-in-law  and  mother-in-law  have  heen  noticed  in  former  Reports. 

I  first  visited  her  at  Y - .  Her  character  I  judged  to  be  of  a  strictly  moral  east, 

conscious  seemingly  of  the  wrong  of  neglecting  religion,  hearing  of  it  in  a  respectful 
manner,  hut  affecting  neither  unfelt  penitence  nor  ignorance  as  a  justification  of  her  con¬ 
duct.  Upon  the  whole  she  commanded  my  respect.  Whenever  visiting  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood  I  visited  her,  read  and  prayed  whenever  convenient  with  her,  invariably 
reproving  and  counselling  as  I  judged  necessary,  leaving  such  tracts  as  I  judged  suitable. 

Consequent  upon  the  death  of  the  father-in-law  was  the  removal  of  the  family  to  S - . 

The  mother-in-law,  at  whose  instance  this  change  was  made,  was  a  consistent,  zealous, 
Christian  woman,  in  her  sufferings  and  death  triumphant.  X  shall  not  be  surprised, 

therefore,  to  learn  hereafter  that  those  means  concurred  to  Mrs.  W - ’s  conversion. 

She  has  passed  from  the  practice  of  a  patient,  attentive,  reserved  listener,  to  that  of  a 
humble,  cheerful,  believing  witness  of  Christ’s  power  to  save.  She  speaks  now  of  a  com¬ 
fortable  assurance  of  Cod’s  pardoning  mercy,  of  a  new  love  to  the  Saviour,  of  a  determi¬ 
nation  to  live  in  His  service  as  being  hers.  If  really  what  she  now  appears  to  be  and 
professes  to  be,  she  has  not  heard  in  vain ;  moreover,  it  is  evidently  an  active,  operative 
principle.  She  has  been  constrained  to  commend  her  Saviour  to  the  notice  of  her  cousin, 
who  has  since  visited  her  ;  last,  but  not  least,  to  her  own  husband. 

“I  have  not  forgotten  my  rather  favourite  plot,  the  afflicted  poor.  The  visits  of  the 
past  quarter  have  in  many  instances  been,  as  I  judge,  useful,  and  certainly  gratefully 
received. 

«  The  Mr.  B— —  referred  to  in  my  last  Report  as  an  afflicted  man,  continues  to  be  such, 
and  although  slightly  improved,  I  fear  that  he  will  never  be  a  strong  man  again. 

“  I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  that  he  has  borne  his  afflictions  as  a  Christian  man, 
has  grown  in  grace  most  visibly.  Amid  want  and  discouragement,  as  well  as  sickness, 
he  has  been  patient,  resigned,  trustful.  Thinking  in  the  month  of  January  last  that  the 
hour  of  his  dissolution  might  be  near,  he  solicited  the  favour  of  the  Holy  Communion. 
To  this  request  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grasett  acceded,  by  Bending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  to 
administer  it.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  mingling  in  the  exercise.  All  could  have  said 
‘Master,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.’  I  am  completely  satisfied  that  both  this  man  and 
his  wife  are  Christians.  I  firmly  believe  that  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  has  made  me  the 
honoured  instrument  in  his  hand  of  leading  those  souls  to  trust  in  and  serve  his  Son. 
Not  unto  us,  &c.,  &c. 

“  Mrs.  J— — .  This  is  a  very  similar  case.  She  is  dying  of  an  internal  cancer.  To 
enjoy  uninterrupted  peace,  she  has  peculiarly  to  watch,  to  war,  to  believe.  She  is  now 
quite  aware  of  her  dangerous  condition ;  but  instead  of  murmuring,  her  language  is,  ‘I 
know  that  Thou,  O  Lord,  in  very  faithfulness  hath  afflicted  me.’ ,  Tar  from  fearing,  her 
cry  is,  ‘  Ere  long  to  be  with  Christ.’  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  as  Mr.  B.  she  also 
communicated,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  kindly  travelling  from  house  to  house  to  accomplish 
this  mission  of  mercy.  With  her  husband  she  was  much  refreshed.  At  each  of  those 
places  I  am  always  welcomed. 

THE  BIBLE  A  SAIE&HAED. 

“  Mr.  T - .  This  poor  man  is  a  paralytic.  Neglected  by  both  the  pastor  and  people 

of  his  own  Society,  affected  in  mind  withal,  he  was  beset  by  the  devotees  of  the  Papacy— 

<  The  Sisters  of  Charity.’  HiB  mental  affection  made  him  a  fit  subject  undoubtedly  in 
their  judgment  for  the  mummeries  and  heresies  of  their  order.  The  sisters  were  way- 
preparers  for  the  priest.  In  due  time  he  came,  and  failed  not  to  notice  the  presence  of 
his  inspired  condemner,  ‘  The  Holy  Bible.’  He  had  no  sympathy  with  that  sacred  book 

_ it  was  in  his  way.  Moreover,  *  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  for  unlearned  men  to  read  ; 

they  might  take  wrong  meaning  out  of  it.’  This  was  no  half-measure  for  a  bad  case, 


22 


COLOUKED 


But  he  overshot  himself.  The  poor  man  having  once  believed,  knew  of  the  doctrine  for  j 
himself.  Ignorant  of  this  occurrence,  I  was  in  his  neighbourhood  visiting  about  that 
date;  at  a  great  distance  he  hailed  me.  Upon  arriving  all  was  disclosed  to  me  by  his 
anxious  wife.  Seeing  the  love  of  the  Bible  existed,  and  proved  an  impediment  in  the  f 
way  to  Rome,  I  appealed  to  that  love  by  inquiring  if  he  were  prepared  to  give  it  up,  to 
deny  it,  to  consume  it.  I  trust  He  who  directed  my  steps  thither  gave  me  matter  and 

success.  Mr.  E1 - has  since  regularly  attended  Terauley  service.  I  trust  he  will  never 

lose  his  Bible  love ;  so  long  as  that  remains  the  Sisters  will  visit  in  vain. 

* 1  haTe  Paid  iu  a11  during the  quarter  113  visits  to  the  coloured  people. 

“  Our  services  at  Terauley  have  been  regularly  continued,  so  far  as  my  painful  trials  I 
would  allow. 

“  In  making  this  experiment  I  have  subjected  myself  to  rather  severe  Sunday  labours 
as  well  as  to  other  sacrifices  than  those  of  comfort  and  ease.  But  I  do  not  repine. 
The  toil  has  been  happy  toil.  The  sacrifices  have  been  made  for  Christ.  I  believe  that 
many  have  received  good,  even  of  those  who  have  been  so  inconstant.  Tracts  distributed, 
493— a  large  proportion  being  distributed  among  the  coloured  population. 

“  Of  the  general  religious  condition  of  the  coloured  people  I  cannot  report  flatteringly. 
They  remain  extremely  ignorant.  Incurably  fickle,  no  religious  teacher  suits  them  long. 
Novelty  and  excitement  always  attract  them.  My  hopes  of  success  in  the  matter  of 
gathering  them  into  the  Church  are  principally  confined  to  the  young.  If  spared  until  I 
the  fall  of  the  year,  some  means  might  be  devised  for  the  carrying  out  of  that  object.,, 


(2.)  BARBIE. 

Mr.  Morgan  has,  as  usual,  furnished  Quarterly  Reports,  from  whence 
the  following  extracts  are  given  : — 


.  “JvZ.  30’  1866— 1  am  haPPy  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  seems  to  be  steady  progress 
m  my  Mission  generally — the  congregations  continue  to  increase,  and  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  many  are  impressed  with  the  importance  of  religion ;  some,  I  believe,  are  truly 
converted.  In  a  new  settlement,  where  I  give  a  service  once  a  month,  on  the  Sunday 
sometimes  a  service  at  night  in  the  week— all  that  I  can  do  (and  this  involves  four  ser¬ 
vices  on  that  day,  and  a  drive  of  over  twenty  miles  over  a  rough  road),  the  congrega¬ 
tion  has  increased  from  fifteen  or  twenty  to  over  seventy,  and  we  have  a  Sunday-school  of 
about  forty-five,  but  we  sadly  want  efficient  teachers.  I  have  not  time  to  give  help  myself 
here,  but  on  the  other  Sundays,  in  addition  to  my  three  services,  I  take  a  Bible-class  h 
another  church  for  an  hour  and  a-half.  Here,  also,  we  a 
teachers.  A  very  pleasing  incident  I  would  here  n 
I  am  in  the  habit  (when  visiting)  of  taking  with  ir 
books,  hearing  the  children  read,  and  giving  o 


Badly  in  want  of  proper 
that  took  place  in  the  school, 
packet  of  little  religious  story¬ 
books,  according  to  good 


behaviour,  &e.  A  boy  in  the  Sunday-school,  to  whom  I  had  given  some  at  different  times, 
one  Sunday  handed  a  little  package  containing  about  2s.  6d.  sterling,  and  went  away. 
Immediately  on  inquiring  from  his  mother  the  meaning  of  it,  she  told  me  he  had  collected 
it  from  some  of  his  playfellows,  he  contributing  also,  saying  that  it  must  cost  me  some¬ 
thing  to  purchase  these  books,  and  he  thought  they  should  give  something  towards  the 
purchase.  I  accepted  the  money,  purchased  two  packets  of  books,  and  brought  them  on 
the  following  Sunday,  telling  the  scholars  that  they  should  be  distributed  according  to 
good  conduct  and  attention  to  lessons. 


A  FTJNEEAL  SERVICE. 

“  y®  had  a  most  melancholy  occurrence  some  weeks  ago  near  02 


- v  --- ■■ — - “6”  une  of  my  churches  ;  the 

daughter  and  granddaughter  (aunt  and  niece)  of  an  excellent  old  woman,  and  a  young 
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man  of  another  family,  were  drowned.  After  leaving  church  in  the  morning  they  got  into 
a  boat  on  a  large  pond,  the  boat  overturned,  and  they  were  all  drownW.  The  effect  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  has  been  great.  At  the  funeral  about  300 
persons  were  present.  I  preached  from  Luke  xlii.  1-5.  Three  persons  that  I  could 
never  induce  to  attend  previously  have  become  regular  attendants.  I  trust  the  Lord 
will  cause  this  distressing  event  to  work  for  good.  The  poor  old  woman,  mother  of  the 
elder  girl  (aged  22),  and  grandmother  of  the  little  girl  (aged  12),  bore  the  affliction  with 
truly  Christian  resignation.  On  seeing  the  bodies  she  exclaimed,  ‘  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away,’  &c.,  &c.,  and  added,  ‘My  great  regret  is  that  they  should 
have  broken  the  Sabbath.’ 

DISTBE3S  AMONG  THE  COLOTJEED  PEOPLE. 

«  I  am  enabled  now  to  have  more  intercourse  with  the  coloured  people,  many 
of  whom  are  located  about  the  town.  One  poor  woman,  who  is  consumptive,  asked 
me  to  procure  her  a  Testament  (which  I  did),  saying,  ‘that  though  she  could  not 
read  sometimes,  when  a  friend  would  come  in  she  could  get  it  read  for  her.  I 
attended  for  some  weeks  the  child  of  another.  The  mother  had  put  her  out  to  live  'with 
a  family,  and  she  was  sent  home  to  her  in  a  wretched  state.  A  medical  man  kindly  gave 
her  gratuitous  attendance,  and  I  procured  what  she  needed.  But  all  is  in  vam ;  she  left 
this  world  for  a  better.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  poverty  among  them  at  present,  but 
they  seem  disposed  in  some  cases  to  earn  their  livelihood  by  day  labour.  They  are 
much  to  be  pitied,  poor  creatures  ;  this  climate  is  not  at  all  the  place  for  them.  After 
earnest  entreaty  X  brought  a  servant  with  me  from  the  West  Indies,  and  after  being 
here  two  years  was  compelled  to  leave  from  ill-health,  after  living  with  us  for  ten  years. 

“  Sept.  30,  1866.— The  coloured  population  are  now  very  much  scattered  through  my 
Mission,  not  as  at  one  time  forming  an  almost  distinct  settlement  of  themselves.  This 
fact  I  notified  some  time  since,  stating  also  the  painful  cause— viz.,  the  loss  of  three  lots 
of  land  by  several,  who  had  involved  themselves  in  debt,  mortgaged  their  land,  the  mort¬ 
gages  had  been  foreclosed,  and  they  were  consequently  obliged  to  leave.  Some  have 
removed  to  Barrie,  others  have  gone  to  Chatham,  and  some,  since  the  close  of  the  war  m 
the  States,  have  gone  over  to  try  what  they  can  do  there.  I  cannot  say  with  certainty 
at  present  what  the  number  may  be,  as  they  have  been  moving  to  and  fro.  I  should 
suppose,  however,  about  250;  perhaps  more.  The  temporal  condition  of  these  poor 
people  is  rather  bad,  and  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  their  want  of  industry  and 
frugality.  I  have  noticed  many  cases  where  they  spend  their  little  earnings  in  trifles, 
instead  of  procuring  the  absolute  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life.  With  few  exceptions 
they  do  not  contribute  anything  to  Church  purposes,  indeed  they  have  nothing  to  give. 
I  have  frequently  to  help  them  with  the  means  to  procure  food  in  cases  of  sickness,  with 
medicine  and  nourishment.  I  had  three  cases  during  the  last  month  of  this  kind,  one  a 
boy  of  about  eighteen.  His  mother  is  in  wretched  health.  I  have  been  helping  her  for 
some  time  past.  He  has  three  brothers,  but  they  are  continually  away,  and  spend  what 
they  earn  as  they  receive  it.  The  poor  mother  only  yesterday  morning,  when  visiting  her, 
told  me  how  distressed  she  is.  I  attended  the  boy  for  some  weeks,  gave  him  medicine 
and  nourislTment.  He  is  now  better,  and  able  to  go  about,  and  is  doing  a  little  work. 

encouraging  cases. 

‘‘I  discovered  during  his  illness  that  he  has  not  been  baptized.  On  his  return  home 
I  purpose  instructing  him,  and  then  baptizing  him,  for  which  he  seems  anxious.  Another 
case  is  that  of  an  old  woman  of  eighty-five.  She  had  some  grandchildren,  two  of  them 
lads  of  about  sixteen  and  eighteen  (orphans).  They  earn  but  little,  and  did  what  they 
could  for  her  ;  this  was,  of  course,  but  little,  as  they  had  never  laid  by  anything.  She 
suffered  much,  and  was  a  most  patient  sufferer.  She  felt  the  greatest  pleasure  m  having  the 
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them  -  free  indeed.’  ”  ’  7  ^  °m  that  freedom  >hi<*  will  make 


CONCLUSION. 

ar^llbhleXteaCtS  fr  thG  ReP°rtS  and  despondence  of  the  ision- 
ane8  will  have  given  a  clear  idea  to  tho.se  who  read  them  of  the  work  which 
they  are  carrying  on. 

We  see  them  labouring  faithfully  among  a  population  for  the  most  part 

TJ  ITi  T1St7?et\  lab°Uring  lmder  great  disadvantages  from  the 
early  habits  induced  by  their  former  condition,  living  as  a  distinct  raw  „  1 
often  regarded  with  suspicion  and  dislike  by  those  among  whom  their  lot  is 

Surely  in  such  a  field  such  labourers  are  needed,  and  help  to  send  them 
forth  and  maintain  them  is  needed  also.  The  Committee  would  commend 

inTnX  d  6  T  V  1°  T  Sympatlly  and  prayers  of  Christ’s  people  here 
in  En  land.  Tokens  of  the  blessing  which  the  Lord  of  the  West  can 
alone  bestow  are  not  wanting.  Already  many  a  poor  [outcast  has  learned 
to  bless  those  whom  He  has  through  this  Mission  sent  forth,  and  who  have 
brought  to  them  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour’s  love  and  Je  St 
us  pray  that  the  blessing  may  yet  be  more  abundantly  vouchsafed-that 
God  s  word  may  continue  to  be  faithfully  preached,  and  that,  by  the  power 
of  the  Hoiy  Ghost,  more  and  more  of  these  scattered  sheep  may  be  brought 
into  the  fold  of  the  One  True  Shepherd.  P  7  blought 


POPULATION  IN  CANADA. 


annual  subscriptions,  donations,  etc., 

WHICH  APPEAR  IN  THE  SUBSEQUENT  LIST,  OR  IN  THE  REPORTS 
PRECEDING  TEARS. 
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SUBSCRIPTION 8,  DONATIONS,  AND  COLLECTIONS, 
For  the.  Year  ending  31st  March,  1867. 


IN  CANADA. 
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